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Nanaimo

President’'s Message

It's time to start thinking about how to spend our Tuesday and Thursday
evenings, now that the dancing year is just about over. Our reguatywe
classes and the socials at various clubs up and down the Islanchédedor

a very busy year of dancing. Speaking of club socials, many of ouiiana
dancers thoroughly enjoyed the Nanoose Spring Gala on Saturday, April 8th
(the photos tell only part of the story). And, speaking of photos, RitaGibs
painted and donated the raffle picture won by lucky Jack Bowes from
Courtenay. There were about 60 dancers from Nanaimo, Nanoose, Port
Alberni, Courtenay, and Victoria strutting their stuff to the musidviafry

Ross. The food, wine, good company and, of course, the dancing made for a
fun evening.

Everything is on track for the Workshop and Tea Dance on Saturgaiy, A
29th and if past events are anything to go by it will be a teddicof classes

and dancing for all. We expect 130 enthusiastic Scottish Country Bance
from all over the Island and lower mainland. Marguerite and hemitbee

have, as usual, everything well organized to ensure everyone thoroughly
enjoys themselves.

There are a few very important dates to make note of beforénisa
dancing for the summer. The Annual General Meeting will be held on
Tuesday, May 9th commencing at 7:30 pm followed, as usual, by dancing,
finger food goodies and light refreshments. Thursday, May 11th wilidbe
final night of dancing for the Basic class. We plan to recommdaneing

after the summer break, with the Annual Open House on Tuesday, Septem
19th, followed by the regular Basic class on Thursday, September 21st.

Once again, Alex and Eileen McConnell have graciously offered lloene

on Gabriola Island for the Club Annual Summer Picnic to be held on ayesd
afternoon, July 11th. Details will be posted on the club website givires

and directions, etc. | encourage all who can, to attend the AGM on Juesda
May 9th. We will be electing a new executive for 2006/2007 and it's
important we show them our support as they make plans to guide the club
through the coming year. So please make every effort to be there on Tuesday,
it's only a once a year event.

In closing, let me wish all of you a safe and happy summer. Hope to see you

at the picnic in July.

Brian
President




Teachers’ Corner

Dance Terminology
By June

When the RSCDS began way back in 1923 as
the Scottish Country Dance Society its two co-
founders, when publishing the dances they had
collected, decided to use a *“standard” form
when describing the formations and movements
found in those dances, eg: Four hands Round;
Lead Down the Middle and Back. To this end a
manual was published containing all the
“necessary” terminology to learn the twelve
books of dances already published. Since then,
of course, many more dances have been either
collected from old manuscripts or written by
inspired Scottish Country Dancers (now totaling
almost 10,000) meaning that new formations and
terms have encroached on the original RSCDS
vocabulary. The dream of Miss Jean Milligan
that the SCD would become a World
Organization has been realized, but | don’t know
if she would be too happy about some of the
terminology that has become part of the dance
language, especially in certain countries. While
at a workshop a few years ago we were dancing
“Luckenbooth Brooch”, which requires the' 1
couple to dance out the men’s side ¥tface
and the women to cast up and the man to cast
down. They meet in the middle again and dance
out the women’s side in a similar fashion. The
lady briefing the dance was from the U.S., and
was saying, “Now % couple dance “Barn
Doors”. Well, we Canadians all stared blankly
at each other, as we had no idea what she was
talking about. That same movement in Contra
Dancing is called “Smash the Windows”.
Although one or two word phrases can be really
useful when describing a formation, eg: Mirror
Reels and Hello-Goodbye, we, as a world-wide
group do still need to maintain a consistency of
language when briefing dances to avoid
confusion, not only in our own club, but
especially when welcoming dancers from other
locations.

The RSCDS is trying to bring itself up to date in
this regard by recently publishing a pamphlet
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called “Glossary of Standard Dance
Terminology”. While this will be useful, it still
does not contain a lot of the terms we use on a
daily basis including: “Circle”(hands round and
back) or “Chase”. As the RSCDS wishes to
maintain the decorum and ballroom grace of
Scottish Country Dancing it could be a while
before some of this terminology is included in
their glossary. We can see their point: if we
used a term like “Smash the Windows” in
Luckenbooth Brooch, who could resist yelling
BAM!!!, as we danced out the sides.

The ultimate objective is being able to teach
dances, to those who are interested in learning,
as quickly and succinctly as possible, so that as
much time as possible is spent actually dancing.

My thanks to Rosemary Coupe, ex Professor of
English and Dance Historian, from the
Vancouver Branch for her very interesting
article called “Language of the Dance.

Keep Improving and Happy Dancing
June McFadden

une

Teachers' Association (Canada)
34th T.A.C. SUMMER SCHOOL
Welcomes All
Scottish Country Dancers
Not just teachers!

August 6th — August 13th 2006

Wilfrid Laurier University

Waterloo, Otario

Full information at http://tac-rscds.org/




Youth Weekend West
2006

May 26-28, 2006
Victoria, B.C., Canada

A great opportunity to introduce younger friends
and family to Scottish Country Dancing

YWW 2006 is shaping up to be another success,
with dancers registered from around the
Northwest and across North America. Local
youth won’'t to miss this event, so please
encourage your young friends and family
members to sign up! YWW is open to dancers of
any level, between the ages of “12ish” and
“30ish.”

Absolute beginners are encouraged to attend,
and parents and teachers are welcome to
accompany dancers under 19.

The whole dance community is invited to the
YWW Tea Dance on Sunday May 28th, with
music by Muriel Johnstone. The Tea Dance will
be held at St. Andrew’s Kirk Hall, 680 Courtney
St., beginning at 3pm. Tickets are $15.00. All
Branch and VISCDS members are also invited
to the discussion on How to Start a Family SCD
Class, which Mairi Hand will present on Sunday
from 10:45am to 12:15pm at South Park School.

Friday night: Welcome dance

Saturday: Scottish Country Dance classes
(all levels)

Saturday night: Scottish Ceilidh dance
Sunday morning: More SCD classes

Sunday afternoon: Tea Dance, open to all
ages!

The package price of only $98 CDN ($82 USD)
includes accommodation and all of the above
events!

Class Levels:

Level A:

If you've danced under a year, even if you've
never danced in your life, this class is for you!

Learn the basic steps and figures for reels, jigs
and strathspeys. Absolute beginners are
encouraged to register!
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Level B:

For those who've danced over a year, this class
focuses on fun and challenging dances with
more advanced formations, plus refinement of
technique: footwork, hands, deportment,
phrasing - and how to be a social dancer.

Level C:

For experienced dancers, this technique-based
class has a special emphasis on a dancer's
relationship to music. Footwork, hands and

deportment are also revisited.

Elective Classes: (Open to all levels.)
Old Time Dancing

Highland Dancing

Sessions on The Teacher Training
Experience and How to Build a Family
Class from Scratch

Music appreciation class taught by Muriel
Johnstone

Teachers:
Mairi Hand

Fred DeMarse.

Ruth Jappy

Musicians:
Muriel Johnstone

Alex Jappy.
Mary Ross.
For registration, please contact:

Denise Yeo

1520 Gladstone Ave.
Victoria, BC

V8R 1S5

Latest information at
www.youthweekendwest.com






Potpourri

"Mind your manners!"

— Never break into the middle of a formed set.
Take your place at the bottom. Do not force
another dancer out of place.

— Do not leave a set in the middle of the dance.
Even if you are fourth couple, you are part of the

team and must remain standing to show the lines
of the set.

— Do not give instructions when the teacher is
instructing. Listen carefully and try to help
others only when the dancing starts.

— Do not always dance with the same partner.
Try to be sociable and ask some of the people
who have been sitting out. If you are an

experienced dancer, do ask some of the
beginners. They will gain confidence and learn

more quickly. A beginner should not hesitate to

ask a more advanced dancer if the dance is
within the new dancer’s capabilities.

— If you want to help the beginners in your set,
do not shout, whistle or push. Try to tell them in
a quiet way and don’t grumble if they make a
mistake.

— Be alert during the dance so that you will be
ready to move up in time, give a hand or be
active. Don’t chat during the dance.

— Greet newcomers in a friendly way by
introducing yourself and then introduce them to
other members of the set.

— If the teacher announces, “This dance is only
for those who know it,” please don't get into the
set.”

(From “Good Manners and SCD” by Freddy
Sverdlove, reprinted in The Tartan Times, v.LIII,
no.4, Mar./April 2005, from the RSCDS New
York Newsletter.)
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In a wee but-an’-ben in the wilds
Scotland, Dougal's wife went into
labour in the middle of the night, and
the doctor was called out to assist in
the delivery. To keep the nervous
father-to-be busy, the doctor handed
him a lantern and said: "Here, you
hold this up so | can see what I'm
doing." Soon, a wee baby boy was
brought into the world.

"Whoa there, Dougal!" said the doctor.
"Don't be in a rush to put the lantern
down. | think there's another wee one
to come yet." Sure enough, within
minutes he had delivered a bonnie
lass.

"No, no, don't be in a great hurry to be
putting down that lantern, lad. It seems
there's yet another one besides!" cried
the doctor.

Then Dougal scratched his head in
bewilderment, and asked the doctor:
"Do ye think it's the light that's

attractin' them?"

Shiftin Bobbins
from
The Jute Mill Song

By Mary Brooksbank

"Oh dear me, the mill's gannin' fast

The puir wee shifters canna get a rest

Shiftin' bobbins coorse and fine

They fairly mak' ye work for your ten and nine"

In the Dundee, Scotland jute spinning
weaving industry he shifter was the person w
removed full bobbins from the spinning fram
and replaced them with empty ones

Ten and nine: Ten shillings and ninepence




Videos

Currently the Nanaimo SCD group have sever
videos which can be borrowed for your hom
viewing pleasure! They are:

1. "Reel Scottish Country Dancing"

This is a "how to" for beginners and experience
dancers and 34 popular dances are shown.

2. "Scottish Country Dancing with the Red
Thistle Dancers Vol.1"

A technique video for beginner and intermediat
dancers.

13 common formations are shown and 8 fu
dances.

3. "Scottish Country Dancing with the Red
Thistle Dancers Vol 2."

Additional figures are demonstrated and 1
dances performed.

These videos are available for you to borrow.

Speak to Hazel MacDonald to obtain one.
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Nominations For 2006-7 Executive
The Nominating Committee will present the
following candidates at the May 9th AGM.

President: Marguerite Bell
Vice President: Gavin Cooper
Treasurer: Bill Gibson
Secretary: Edith Morgan
Social Convenor: Allison Shaw
Under the Constitution, Brian will become Preside
Emeritus.

nt

I"#3% &
() *(
I+

& %-

;o
*n0 110 2
) 3/ 4+

5
0 1 1%
* 3" *

I 1%
(4*6 78
( "

.com

Summer Dancing

The VISCDS and RSCDS Victoria usually
have ‘Dancing in the Park’ on Thursday
evenings in July and August, as well as Friday
evening social dances.If you want to enjoy|a
liitle dancing the summer months be sure {o
check our web site for the latest informatiop

www.nanaimoscd.00it.com

Hope you enjoyed the April Thistle
That's all for this season. Our next issue will beut sometime after
we get going again in the Fall. Comments, and sugstions for future
isues are always welcomed by your editors:-
Liz Higgins ; decases@shaw.ca
John Duffus : jduffus@shaw.ca
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